
Many Thanks From
The Heart Of A

Hunter

By Charles Dodds,
New Hampshire Chapter

I am a 44-year-old who grew up hunting in
Ohio, yet now I have a cardiac disability which
has limited my ability to pursue this passion. In
November 2009, I was the lucky recipient of a
whitetail deer hunt through the kindness and
assistance of numerous individuals and organi-
zations that must be thanked for their efforts to
make my hunting trip possible. After I made this
list, I sat in awe at what it takes to start from
scratch. Even more, the kindness and coopera-
tion it takes to put it all together. SCI Foundation
really does a wonderful job!

Eva Wilson, SCIF Humanitarian Services
Manager, was the perfect point person for me.
What started out as an inquiry looking for an orga-
nization in my home state that may have a member
or two that would “take me with them and help me
if I did take a deer” turned into a “Hunt of A
Lifetime”. Although I did not take my first deer this
time, I was still successful! I have been enabled to
hunt again! None of this would have been possible
without her generous efforts and time.

Dale Carruth, president of the SCI New
Hampshire Chapter, patiently worked with me
and fellow SCI members to make this hunt pos-
sible. Dale made every effort to help me to suc-
ceed. Because of this effort, I have made many
friends throughout the hunting community and
have had more hunting opportunities offered
since. Because of Dale and the New Hampshire
and New England Chapters, I have overcome
many obstacles to my being able to hunt. The
results are that I am now hunting again with con-
fidence. I have been hunting twice since my Hunt
of A Lifetime experience and have increased my
knowledge and determination to get out into the
great outdoors again. Thanks, Dale!

The expert guide skills and advice of Jason
Parent, owner/guide of New Hampshire Guide
Services, have become invaluable to me. The
experience I had because of his generosity in
donating the hunt and amenities has bolstered
my determination to continue hunting, no matter
how I am challenged in doing so. Jason can get
you so close to the game that you can slap it!

I must also thank Stephany Luffman from
“Limbsaver”; Weaver Scope Mounts; friends and
fellow shooters Richard Ziegler, David Charubini,
James Harding and Richard Lindquist; Jim
Attwood and Les Seaboyer of Kittery Trading
Post; Melissa Harwood, Bass Pro Shops; and
Daniel Schechter of Enterprise Rent-a Car.

All these organizations or persons are responsible
in part for making it possible for me to even consid-
er trying a whitetail deer hunt in New Hampshire.
Many thanks from the heart of a hunter!

My First SafariCare
Mission

By Cecil Redstrom,
Central Wisconsin Chapter

Of the five times I have travelled to Africa
this is the first time I brought along SafariCare
“Blue Bags”.

In the past I have taken my rifles but because
my primary hunt was a green hunt to dart a
white rhino I decided to use my professional
hunter’s rifles, which he provided for everything
else I hunted. Our safari was booked with
DeKlerk Safaris; Hans and Marie DeKlerk were
our gracious hosts. Their property is located in a
beautiful remote area in north central South
Africa, just west of Bray, and close to the
Botswana boarder.

On my past hunts, when we left Africa
(Zimabwe, Namibia, South Africa) our suitcases
would always be a lot emptier. We’d give away
our shirts, pants, socks and tennis shoes to
those we saw in need.

This year we decided to take two Blue Bags.
We contacted Joe and Kathe Koback from our
Central Wisconsin Chapter to pick up the bags
from them and started working to fill them. The
limit was 50 pounds per bag and it was very
easy to find items with which to fill them. We had
tons of clothing for children and adults, shoes,
shampoo, soap, sanitizer, toothbrushes, sewing
kits, Band-Aids, cold packs, alcohol swabs, anti-
septic creams, first aid kits, and over-the-
counter medicines. We also took lots and lots of
school supplies for the children of Kirstonia
School in Bray: paper, notebooks, a world atlas,
dictionaries, maps, crayons, pencils, pens, glue
sticks, scissors, rulers and protractors, just to
name a few. Also, for the children we took soc-
cer balls and a pump, yo-yos, Frisbees, coloring
books, crayons and candy.

We had no problems travelling with the Blue
Bags. The airline accepted them without a
problem and our professional hunter was glad
to haul them around with us until we reached
our final destination.

We had contacted the DeKlerk’s before we
came telling them we were bringing the bags
and they had made arrangements for the deliv-
ery of our gifts. Unfortunately we didn’t arrive in
their camp until late Friday and the school was
closed for holiday so we were not able to see the
reaction of the children when they received the
school supplies and toys. But arrangements with
the local village was made and all the medical
supplies, clothing and personal items went their
way. They even had a soccer team and were in
desperate need of a soccer ball and pump. We
presented them to their team Captain Ben along
with the rest of the team and they were very

happy. They showed us some of their moves and
we wished them luck when they play.

It was great watching each family member
take turns picking out items for their families.
Before we knew it everything was gone and the
villagers thanked us by singing two songs.

The school supplies were being taken the next
day, after we left, to the Kirstonia School in Bray,
South Africa. There are 23 children and 3 teach-
ers in this school. This school is not government
supported and we know the school supplies are
much needed and appreciated too.

It is a great feeling knowing not only as hunters
we are conservationists but also with very little
effort we can be humanitarians too. It filled our
hearts with joy and pleasure to help in this small
way.

Feast at Jimmie
Hale Mission

By Jim Powell
President,

Alabama Chapter

On October 25, 2010, the Alabama Chapter of
SCI sponsored a dinner for homeless men at the
Jimmie Hale Mission (JHM) in Birmingham. We
considered several possibilities, but the Jimmie
Hale Mission--a well-known shelter for homeless
men--was a logical choice. The Mission has an
interesting history. It was started in 1944 by a
recovered alcoholic, Jimmie Hale, and his young
wife, Jessie Downs. Having become a Christian
and sober, Jimmie Hale wished to have a place
where homeless men could receive help and hope.
Initially it consisted of a one-room chapel. After
only eight months, Jimmie Hale died, leaving a 27-
year-old pregnant widow. Downs was briefly
homeless herself after her husband’s death. She
could have returned to being a school teacher.
Instead she persisted with the homeless shelter. By
faith, courage, and prayer she was able to contin-
ue. Difficult years followed. In 1954 Jessie was
joined by an able, energetic assistant, Leo
Shepura. Together they nurtured the JHM into an
amazing success.Today JHM has facilities not only
for homeless men but also for homeless women
and children. It also has programs which help men
and women return to gainful employment. So in
addition to food and shelter, the JHM offers a full
range of rehabilitation services.

In preparing to serve a meal to homeless men,
several of our chapter members learned some-
thing about the homeless. For example, 22%
are military veterans, 63% are under age 45,
and most have been homeless less than one
year. Many are working or looking for work.
Women and children are the fastest growing
segment of the new homeless.

The Alabama Chapter provided the meat for
dinner. The meat had been donated to us by SCI
National. Our chapter also donated funds to pay

for vegetables and tea to go with the meat.
Actual preparation of the meal was done by the
JHM kitchen staff, but Alabama Chapter mem-
bers did the serving. Those members included
me and board members Terry Nauert, Mike
Brunson, Herschel McEwen, Chris Williams, and
Randy Britt; chapter members Keith O’Neal, Jim
Smith, and Larry Lohr. We arrived at the JHM a
few minutes before serving, donned our SCIF
“Sportsmen against Hunger” caps and aprons,
and went to work. Just prior to serving, Richard
Chandler, the director of food services, intro-
duced us. I then gave a brief resume of what SCI
is and what it does, plus the evening prayer. We
served some 150-200 homeless men who were
most grateful. It was an educational and reward-
ing experience, and the Alabama Chapter now
plans to make this a yearly event.

Addy York’s Whitetail
Hunt

By Jim Leonard,
Lansing Area Chapter

The Lansing Area Chapter
was fortunate to be able to help a young person
with serious health issues become a proud, suc-
cessful and happy hunter in Fall 2010.

We teamed up with the Tony Semple
Foundation for Hope to co-sponsor a hunter in
September at Valhalla Ranch. A total of five
young people and their parents, all from
southern states, enjoyed several days relaxing
in beautiful northern Michigan at Valhalla. Our
chapter’s hunter was a spunky, 4’ 10” tall, 98-
pound, 17-year-old named Addy York from
Tennessee.

Once settled in at the ranch, all the young
hunters’ adventures started when Craig Mortz
presented each with a big camo duffle bag filled
with a set of Cabela’s camo clothes, warm camo
coat and pants, Danner boots, Nikon binoculars,
Pro-Ear ear protectors, customized skinning
knife, backpack and other hunting goodies, plus
some Detroit Lions clothing. Mike Leonard then
gave each an authentic and beautifully made
flint arrowhead on a neck lanyard to be worn as
a traditional good luck charm.

Next it was time to sight in the rifles and
assess the hunters’ shooting skills. Addy was
first up. She proved to be a great shot and made
it look easy. She set a high standard and put the
pressure on the boys that followed. Addy had a
ball and you can see from the picture she can
shoot straight. She harvested a great whitetail
and thanks to The Wildlife Gallery it soon will be
proudly displayed in her home.

Left to right: Tony Semple, Mike Leonard,
Richard Buckley, Jim Leonard, Janet Leonard,
Mike Ruhlig, Addy York, Craig Mortz.


